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Artists  of 

Abraham  Lincoln 

portraits 


William  P.  Welsh 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 


From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 
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Welsh,  William  P.   (artist) 

[Oil  painting] 

Lincoln  Head,  (modernistic),  #1 
Oil  painting  by  William  P.  Welsh 

(framed) 
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Welsh,  William  P.  (artist) 

[Oil  painting] 

Lincoln  Head,  (modernistic),  #2 
Oil  painting  by  William  P.  Welsh 

(framed) 


Welsh,  William  P.  (artist) 

[Oil  painting] 

Lincoln  Head,  (modernistic) ,  #3 
Oil  painting  by  William  P.  Welsh 

(framed) 


Welsh,  William  P.    (artist) 

[Oil  painting] 

Lincoln  Head,  (modernistic),  #4 
Oil  painting  by  William  P.  Welsh 

(framed) 
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Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2012  with  funding  from 

State  of  Indiana  through  the  Indiana  State  Library 


http://archive.org/details/artisxxxxxwlinc 


<L2D* 


LEE  DAVID  HAMILTON 

The     ^^XykX^riyC/    Project 

1825  N.  Nicholas  Street     Appleton,WI  54911 


March  14,  1978 


Mrs.  Mary  Jane  Hubler 

The  Louis  A.  Warren  Lincoln  Library  and  Museum 

1300  South  Clinton  Street 

Fort  Wayne,  Ind.  46801 

Dear  Mrs.  Hubler: 

Several  things. 

First  off,  your  letter  of  February  15  was  wonderful.  Your 
comments  on  Dr.  Warren  were  beautifully  expressed  -  and  all 
the  data  you  provided  was  welcome. 

My  eye  has  caught  something  of  interest  re  William  P.  V/elsh.    f** 
Your  Negative  No.  1608  (copy  attached)  is  not  the  same  Welsh  l' 
as  illustrated  in  Lincoln  Lore  March  1968.  How  many  Welsh 
renderings  of  this  likeness  does  the  Museum  have?_  3  /////.•  A -••W'  ^  ,iy 

William  V/elsh  is  alive  and  not  very  well.  My  attached  letter 
to  him  covers  what  little  there  is  to  say.  The  poor  dear  had    ^ 
his  legs  give  out  from  under  him  in  his  home  about  three    /i\*'i 
weeks  ago  -  he  fell  and  badly  cut  his  head.  ^  *-^ 


r*-l,  9s} 


J+~ 


Regarding  your  question  on  the  Lincoln  orange  crate  -  the 
label  is  from  my  personal  collection,  and  you  did  not  send 
it.  Attached  is  a  (1)  copy  of  the  label  with  data,  and  (2) 
copies  of  correspondence  with  Suiikist. 

Regarding  Napoleon  Beaulieu  (L.L.  1588)  who  posed  as  the      7,. 

boy  Lincoln,  he  is  alive  and  well  -  and  is  a  fireman.  I  am  -" 

trying  to  get  a  photograph  of  him  as  he  appears  today  -  for  ■' 
use  in  the  book. 

Now  the  questions:   Do  your  references  show  anything  with 
the  name  of  The  Abraham  Lincoln  Archives?  I  wish  to  use  that 
name  for  various  collection  and  publishing  purposes  and  hope 
it  will  not  infringe.     Please  provide  the  sizings  of  the 
(1)  the  Welsh  1608  and  (2)  Bracker/Lincoln  and  His  Mother. 
In  inches,  height  first,  then  jwidth ,     Further,  I  need 
confirmation^liat  the  Bracker  is  completely  in  charcoal,  and 
not  mixed  with  anotuer  media  -  and  what  is  it  on.  Charcoal 
on  canvas,  board,  etc.       What  is  the  media  and  backing 
of  the  Welsh?  -^  r  it   ^.*^*-*-*> 
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LEE  DAYTO  HAMILTON 

The    -~^olMA>KX^uij    Project 

1825  N.  Nicholas  Street  ■  Appleton,WI  54911 


Mrs.  Hubler 


Page  2 


March  14,  1978 


The  specification  data  will  appear  in  the  book. 

Next,  let  me  say  the  photograph  of  the  Mayer  statue  is 
lovely,  and  I  want  you  to  tell  the  photographer  that.  I  want 
his  full  name,  for  when  the  item  is  used,  he  will  be  credited. 
Also   the  height  of  the  Mayer,  please. 

I  am  using  the  Mayer  for  the  1980  edition  of  the  Lincoln 
Calendarbook,  and  am  still  doing  some  research  on  the  statue. 

And,  enclosed  is  nearly  all  the  layouts  for  the  1979  Lincoln 
Calendarbook.  On  Page  25  is  Bracker  -  the  illustration  for 
the  week  of  Mother's  Day.   On  Page  36  is  Welsh  -  and  on  37 
Marsden  Hartley,  Page  37  is  the  week  of  August  6  on  which 
day  Lincoln  was  defeated  for  a  seat  in  the  Illinois  House, 
1832.  The  art  forms  of  the  two  renderings  are  most 
dramatic.    (The  1979  Edition  will  have  65  illustrations.) 

It  is  now  1  a.m.  in  the  morning  and  my  eyes  are  ready  for 
a  napi  No  great  hurry  on  the  questions  as  I  trust  you  have 
your  hands  full  with  the  upcoming  dedication. 
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Most  Cordially,    n_ 
Lee  David  Hamilton 


LEE  DAVTO  HAMILTON 

The    -~-^SLLA^<urvL>    Project 

1825  N.  Nicholas  Street  ■  Appleton,WI  5491 1 


March  14,   1978 


Mr.  William  P,  Welsh 
255  North  Broadway 
Lexington,  Ky.  40508 


Dear  Mr.  Welsh: 

I  certainly  did  enjoy  our  lengthy  telephone  conversation 
last  Saturday.  With  your  being  89  in  September,  and  still 
leading  a  productive  professional  life  -  one  can  only 
conclude  that  the  Lord  has  certainly  blessed  you. 

As  you  recalled  from  our  conversation,  the  only  other 
Lincoln  art  work  which  you  had  done  beyond  the  items  for 
The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurace  Company  were  some 
illustrations  for  the  old  Hearst  Magazine.  I£  you  can 
possibly  find  the  issues  anr^  write  mo  as  to  the  dates,  I 
would  most  welcome  the  information. 

And  perhaps  there  have  been  some  other  works  which  you 
did  not  recall  in  our  conversation.  If  so,  I  should  like 
you  to  drop  me  a  line. 

Would  you  be  kind  enough  to  tell  me  if  there  are  any 
recent  photographs  of  yourself? 


Cordially, 


Lee  David  Hamilton 
Author 
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William  P.  Welsh 
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William  P.  Welsh,  born  in  1889,  grew  up  in  Lexington  and 
studied  art  in  Paris,  France,  and  New  York  City.  He  served 
with  the  United  States  Army  in  border  disputes  between 
Mexico  and  the  United  States,  and  in  France  during  World 
War  I.  As  an  illustrator  in  New  York  and  Chicago  for  more 
than  twenty  years,  he  produced  covers  for  the  Woman's 
Home  Companion  and  for  Hearst  International 
publications,  advertisements  for  the  Pullman  Company, 
and  illustrations  of  Abraham  Lincoln  for  the  Lincoln 
National  Life  Insurance  Company.  After  serving  in  the 
Philippines  and  Japan  during  World  War  II,  he  returned  to 
Lexington,  where  he  painted  portraits  and  taught  art. 
These  eighteen  interviews  with  the  artist  were  edited  into  a 
book  published  by  the  William  P.  Welsh  Society  in  1982, 
William  P.  Welsh:  Painter  and  Patriot. 

Kemble  Hagerman 

Kentucky  Oral  History  Commission 


http://205.204. 1 34.47/oh/detail.aspx?id=l  8&dispid=38 
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